Common bile duct obstruction in cystic fibrosis: utility of hepatobiliary scintigraphy.
Abdominal pain occurs commonly in patients with cystic fibrosis, and is the result of a variety of causes, including hepatobiliary disorders. With the increasing duration of survival in these patients, diagnostic investigations for abdominal pain, including hepatobiliary scanning, may be utilized more frequently than in the past. Difficulties in the interpretation of scintigraphic studies may arise because of associated gallbladder anomalies that occur in more than 50% of patients with cystic fibrosis. Hypoplasia of the gallbladder (microgallbladder) occurs commonly. A case is presented in which Tc-99m disofenin hepatobiliary scanning proved diagnostic in a patient with cystic fibrosis and cholelithiasis leading to common bile duct obstruction. The hepatobiliary abnormalities and causes of common bile duct obstruction encountered in cystic fibrosis are reviewed.